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To the READER. 


Courteous R eader, 


p thou haſt ever thought it worth 
thy while to take a moment's ob- 
ſervation at ſome Country Fair, of 


an Exhibition of Monſters and Wild. 


Beaſts, thou mighteſt have ſeen. the 
General Receiver Pickle Herring try to 


raiſe a laugh among the mob, by the 


oddity of his actions and appearance. 
A well-blown ſhake from his old bat- 
ter'd trumpet aſſembles a whole croud 


of gazers, who, tempted-by his merry 
tricks and earneſt invitations, preſs in 
to ſee the inhabitants of his famous 
Menagerie. But when they have pat- 
ſed the er ee all ridicule is at 
an end; the ſcene becomes more grave 
and ſecious; and the ſpectator 1s ſeized 
with horror at the tremendous. fight 
of Lions, Bears, and Tigers. 
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ro the RE A D E R. 
Io ſuch a ſcene thou may'ſt per- 
8 A haps compare the Book now in thy 
W hand, after thou haſt peruſed it; - for 
from a Title of ſuch ſingularity, thou 
mighteſt expect ſomething of humour 
within; yet, be aſſured thou wilt be 5 
deceived in thy expectation. 8 


It would be happy for mankind, if 
no other beaſts exiſted, than thoſe 
which were really ſo by the production 
of Nature; yet it is poſſible, that they 
may here be found in human ſhape. 


Thus much by way of Preface.— 
If thou haſtCurigſity, if thou haſt 
any * better motive, to know the 
cauſe of Evils, and their Remedy, — 
read 0n— 1 | 
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AN ESSAY ON 4 
MODERN LUXURIES. 4 
Very ingenious and ſenſible author* ; 
AW hath obſerved, that © the cauſes 3 
of the preſent high price of Pro- | 
viſions take their origin partly 
from the increaſe of our national debt, and 


partly from the riches of private perſons ; 
or in other words, from the poverty of the 
public, and the wealth of individuals ;” to 
which permit me to add, as ſpeaking of 3 
erſons and things in the lower claſs of life, : 
that Fine Flour, and Bread and Butter, to- b 
gether with Tea and Sugar, to which I ſub- 
Join Spirituous Liquors, as Geneva, &c. 
and Ale-houſe Strong Beer, are the foun- 
dation of almoſt all the poverty, and all 4 
the evils which aFe& the labouring part of f 


mankind, and are replete with all the miſe- 
ries and misfortunes which can poll - 
iſſue from Pandora's box. _ 
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See Thoughts on the Cauſes of the high Price of „ 
Proviſions. — 


1 


Extravagance may perhaps be defined, 


by our expences exceeding the bounds of 
our annual income, or private fortune; 


and it certainly may be ſtiled Inpropriety 
and Indecorum, when we aim at things either 
too high ox inconvenient for us. I his may 
be done by a variety of methods :----For | 

inſtance; the Nobleman may bring ruin on 
himſelf and his fortune, by a ſeraglio of 
immodeſt women, by horſe- racing, and 
gaming; the Country Squire may imitate 


the Nobleman, not only in the laſt-men- 


tioned ſuperfluities, but in many others 
as in dreſs, equipage, and jewels; and if 


the poor Ruſtic, who hath nothing to ſup- 


ply the neceſſaries of life, but the labour 


of his hands, expends that labour in Tea, 


Sugar, White Bread, and Butter, or (what 
is ſtill worſe) in Alehouſe Strong Beer, 

or Spirituous Liquors, every one will judge 
that he doth not act (any more than his 
Betters) within his proper ſphere, and that 
he certainly is, to all intents and purpoles, 


void of management and ceconomy. If, 
then, the poor Countryman hath any re- 


gard to the comelineſs or propriety of 
things, or would entitle himſelf to the pity 


and "compaſſion of his fellow creatures, 
he would cautiouſly avoid thoſe expenſive. 


articles. 


(9: F 


But how notoriouſly do: the poor man's 
actions contradict the ſentiments and prin- 
ciples of the prudence and conduct of a 
good houſe-keeper ? Not the fine, but the 
very fineſt Flour, which French ſtones have 
moſt artfully wrought, in mills conſtructed 
with the moſt curious fabrication, and with 
all the ingenuity which human invention 
can execute even theſe are not ſatisfactory 
to indulge the luxury of the meaneſt arti- 
ficer in the woollen manufacture. 


Were we to 3 uſe of the cool voice 
of reaſon on this ſubject, and deſcant on 


the nature, end, and deſign of Providence 


on this occaſion, the Mechanic would with 
a ſneer tell us, it is all a joke; that he and 
his friends prove their good underſtanding, 


by being nouriſhed from the fat of the land; 


that Providence moſt certainly intended the 


very beſt of his gifts for the ingenious Ar- 
tificer, and that for his own part, he never 


yet met with any thing too good for him 
ſelf. 


But, under favour, did not Almighty 
Providence intend, —doth not Nature and 
the Health of the world, by experience (a 


proof not to be conteſted) declare---that the 
fine Flour, without a mixture, is coſtive ; 


and that the Bran has a contrary quality; 
and therefore that the due mixture of each 
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is the proper medium for the human ſyſtem? 5 
Tell me not that the laborious Workman 


requires ſubſtantial, ſtrong, coſtive, fineſt 


Flour ; that he muſt be kept in the higheſt 
ſpirits, and live like a running horſe, or 
like one maintained by the quinteſſence of 
drams. Excuſe me, the poſition is an en- 
tire fallacy, and hath nothing but malig- 


nant luxury for its plea ;----that luxury 


which tends. to the ruin of the conſtitution. 
of himſelf and family, and is in truth one 
of the greateſt misfortunes of the people of 
the Southern part of England, and is indeed 


attended with much worſe conſequences 


than are generally conceived. 


Look, if you pleaſe, on the robuſt, hardy 


' Loplanaer ;---caſt your eyes ſtill nearer ; ſee 
the healthful, firm Highlander : They will 


mutually inform us, that their poor fare 
aſpires no higher than the plain, coarſe, 
Oaten Cake; and yet, between the two rivals, 
the powers, the ſtrength, the vigour, the 
capacity for labour and fatigue of the body, 
bear no proportion. 


5 


\ 


About half a century ago, every houſe- 
keeper in the country bought his wheat at 
the market, nay even a buthel at the barn 
door, without giving umbrage to the all- 


.,engrofling Miller. But now, the times are 
Changed; and it is a glaring truth, that we 
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are now compelled to eat what is called 
White Bread, compoſed partly of fine Flour, 


with other ingredients concealed within the 
myſtery of the Baker ; as witneſs the lime, 


the chalk, the allum, with others perhaps 


leſs wholeſome, which often make their way 


through the vehicle called the Mill. 


Does it not then deſerve the care of the 
Legiſlature to prevent ſuch enormous, ſuch 
deadly grievanees; to guard againſt cala- 


-mities, thus big with miſery to the conſti- 


tution, health, and conſequently to the hap- 


pineſs of his Majeſty's ſubjects? It might 


be done, by confining the buſineſs of a 


_ Miller to that which is his proper office; I 


mean ſolely to that of grinding corn, and 


fixing on them a very heavy penalty (not 2 


leſs than 1001.) for every Sale, much or 


little, either of meal or flour of any kind, 
on any pretence whatſoever. This would 


prevent the miſchief (and a great one it is) 
of eating nothing but fine Flour. It would 
cauſe all perſons, without diſtinction, to 
eat a proper proportion of wholeſome Bran, 
which 1s at this time almoſt entirely con- 


ſumed by hogs and horſes, and which, in 
ſeaſons tending to a ſcarcity, is a very ſub- 


ſtantial loſs, in as much as it is a diſſipation 


of a fifth part of the ſtaff of life, and is 


therefore a means of converting it to the 
uſe of beaſts, inſtead of rational creatures, 


Mk) 


3 kn may in . ſenſe be faid to create an 


1 ab b famine. abs 
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| 185 Waſte at all times e to be Shed: 
15 cially when that waſte has a tendenc 
to bad health: When the neceſſaries of oY 


{1 


gare not plentiful, economy directs us to uſe 


them to the beſt advantage; but the rule is 
inverted, and the Flour Mills (for they are 
properly ſo called) deprive the human body 
of * We of the Bran. 


Fr rom er it comes to paſs, chat my 
Motto is but too juſtly verified, and we 


can with truth ſay, that the fine Flour of 


the country, (or if you pleaſe) the fine al- 
lum, the fine lime, the fine hotch-potch of 

the mill, deſtroy more of its inhabitants 
than all the ſwords and fire- arms now 


wielded 1 in America. 


If theſe 8 e are 0 of truth, 
pray tell me, why doth the bread in the 
Metropolis, and ſome other great towns, 
from the oven reſemble the ſoftnefs of 
ſpunge, and the ſubſequent morning be- 
come ary, ſarky, and almoſt as hard as a 


bone? 


I fear this dry contagion hath ſpread it- 
felf deep into the country, to the village, 
and to the cottage; as their fine Flour 
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Bread doth not retain the moiſture formerly 
experienced in the honeſt, wholeſome, dark. 
brown loaf of the ancient country houſe- 


— 


F keeper. 
Not content with fine bread, the poor 
country cottager pampers her appetite, by 
covering it with Sutter; and her thirſt muſt 
be ſolaced with the juice of the leaves of 
that Indian ſhrub, (which I moſt heartily 
7 wiſh had never found an entrance into 
#Z theſe kingdoms) commonly called Tea. 
HFvyſterics, a diſorder unknown to former 
ages, but now the Idol of the Medical Fra- 
# ternity, take their ſource from this noxious 
V 12 2 | 
| From the firſt introduction of Tea, 
Scandal, heretofore a ſtranger amongſt ge- 
nerous Engliſhmen, travelled from China, 
incloſed in the caniſter. To be ſerious ; it 
& moſt certainly diſpoſes the drinkers of this 
bitter herb, to peeviſhneſs, moroſeneſs, and 
ill nature, it creates ill blood; it enervates 
the conſtitution ; and can we wonder after 
this, that, inſtead of a generous, liberal 
conduct, it thould ſpit its venom and ran- 
cour by an overflow of defamation, on the 
| ee of our deſerving neighbours ?--- 
It unſtrings the nerves, it unbraces the con- 
ſtitution, diſſolyes nature, and deſtroys the 
PFs 3 
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Engl hes, To theſe we may add another 
pernicious Foreigner, called Sugar, ---which 
not only inflames the poor, man's expences, 
bur his blood and vitals alſo. If you 
pleaſe, then, join them all rogether, and 
compute the expence, the loſs of time taken 
In breaking and waſhing the diſhes, ſweet- 
ening the tea, ſpreading the bread and but- 
ter, the neceſſary pauſe which defamation 
and malicious tea-table chat afford, and 
they will largely account for half a day i in 
winter, ſpent in doing that which is worſe, 
very much worſe than doing nothing. 


Were are now the pleaſing ſmiles, the 
dimpled damaſk cheek, which were accuſ- 
tomed to dance on and adorn the jocund 
face of the artleſs, chearful, innocent Coun- 
try Girl? Inſtead of theſe, ſucceed the hag- 
gard, yellow, meagre viſage,---no more the 
delight of the honeſt, jolly Swain, no more 
the, blooming bleſſing of the healthful, lov- 
ing huſband. The goodly countenance be- 
comes a ſacrifice to Indian melancholy, and 
her ſprightly gaiety to penſive languor.---- 
Loſs of appetite, ſickneſs, and a puny race 
of children, are the wretched conſequences 
of this pernicious liquor; and theſe at laſt 
bring the man and his family to the pariſh, 
and fix them as a dead weight on the landed 


intereſt for life. 
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ing Tea, who would not be contented with 


4 Engliſh Small Beer, or Leek Pottage? If 


4 theſe cannot be obtained, happy is the man 
who drinks the pure Element, which every 


3 village ſupplies, and counts it luxury. 


.Grievous; 8 as is evil of Tea 


may be, the calamity to the public is 


S 
r 3 


| houſe © 


monſtrous truth, 


7 trifling, when compared with thoſe of the 
{ brimful guilt and wickedneſs of the Ale- 
Who can deſcribe the horrors of 

infamous ebriety ? What can compenſate 
for that invaluable bleſſing right Reaſon ? 


Let the debauched, raving Bacchanal ſtand 
forth, and tell me, if he can, the bleſſing 
which is purchaſed by the loſs of his un- 
derſtanding. 


were given us by 


ourſelves lower than the beaſts which pe- 


riſh. No one who thinks, would ever put 
that into his mouth, which will certainly 


be the means of ſtealing away his ſenſes, --- 
But, ſtrange as this abſurdity may appear, 


daily, nay hourly experience evineeth this 
and with loud voice 


echoes, that Tann Nature and Reaſon 


Hi 


are > drowned 1 in Strong Beer. 


Irchel are the bleſſed eſe of rink... 


If . Reaſon and Reflection 
the Divinity as our 
greateſt glory, bleſſing, and happineſs, 
ſurely the deprivation of them 1s to debaſe 


55 
2 "ot 
- ; : * 
Fs 
: - 8 
* 
a "We 
"Pp 
Y 


But if human nature debaſed, if want of 
education and good manners permit the 
lower claſs of creatures, in the ſhape of 
men, to deſtroy their intellects by intoxica- 
tion and debauch, what ſhall we attribute 
to thoſe hands and heads of a ſuperior order, 
who ſhall ſign an inſtrument, which in words 
condemns the practice, but in truth and 
experience W and promotes the 
vice? 


No- for the future, let the hand tremble 
before it gives the ſignature to ſo deadly an 
evil, as that of a Licence to keep an Alabouſe, I 
let the heart recoil, before it indites fo 
- dreadful an inſtrument !..-Surely, no wor- 
thy Divine, who declaims againſt Ebriety 
in the pulpit, can poſſibly be ſo abſurd as 
to promote this loathſome vice, by ſigning. = 
a Permit to encourage it! Neither his good 
| ſenſe, his good manners, nor that ſacred 
book called the Bible, (his profeſſion and 
his ſtudy) can poſlibly countenance ſo groſs. 
a contradiction. If he loves the public 
weal, certainly he will not ſtrengthen the 
hands of its greateſt enemy; if he has any 
regard to decency and good manners, he 
will avoid the means of expoſing human 
1 nature in loathſome deformity ; and if the 
| fear of the Almighty, whom he profeſles to 
L adore, 1 is in any degree the object of his 
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; Fhiſes, he will not wantonly. ſcatter fire- 
| | brands, arrows, and death. 


1 


and hiding-places of Cut-Throats, Gam- 
Tele Highwaymen, and Pickpockets;---- 
nor are the Country Alehouſes leſs forward 
in giving their aſſiſtance. At theſe places 


men of infamous character aſſemble, like 
lch and dirt in a common ſhore. Here 
the unſuſpecting Countryman imbibes the 
firſt ſentiments of a diſſipated life; he is 


| * to game, drink, ſwear, and to prefer 


f J2 courſe of idle pleaſures, to virtuous and 

7 honeſt - induſtry. Labour ſoon becomes 
| hateful; yet his pleaſures muſt be ſupport- 
ed; and he therefore reſolves to make the 
| property of others ſubſervient to this pur- 
| poſe. Hence the frequency. of burglaries, . 
robberies, and murders, throughout every 


| ee of. the ae... 


Our aſſize calendars: preſent us wich a. 
|- melagcholy catalogue of offences, the per- 
petrators of ſome of which are doom'd to 
the ignominy of a public execution: yet to 
what purpoſe? Has the Gallows ever yet. 


been found to check the progreſs of vice 

among the people? I am perſuaded. it has 

not; and 1 will venture to aſſert it never 
| 1 ND: . 


In the Metropolis, the Spunging-bouſ, 1 
3 awdy-houfe, and Ale-houfe, are the reſort. 


| 
| 
| 
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will, while thoſe deeds of inihicgs the 4 ö 
Country Alehouſes, are ſuffered to be ſo 4 


numerous. 60 


I 1s rig we niake. laws againſt Rob: 4 
beries, Murders, and a long catalogue of 
other crimes, in general well calculated for 
the civilization of the ſubject : Why then is 
the Ale-houſe-placed, as it were, in defiance ? 
of thoſe wholeſome laws, or ſet like a trap, 
to draw mankind into miſery ; to take away 
his reaſon, and make him forfeit his inno- 
cence and his life, by the breach of thoſe © 
laws. If Vice and Immorality, Treaſon, 
Robbery, Drunkenneſs, Murder, and. all 
kinds of vice and wickedneſs, are to: be 
promoted and encouraged, direct the Ma- 
giſtrates (as at preſent) to perſiſt in licen- 
ſing two or three Ale-houſes in almoſt every | 
partſh ; but in this caſe, methinks, Gene- 
roſity, nay Juſtice, ſhould alſo: direct Go- f 
vernment, to repeal, and make a general 
blaze of all the Penal Statutes. On the other 
hand, if his Majeſty's moſt gracious Pro- 
clamation againſt Vice, Profaneneſs, and 
Immorality, 1 is ſeriouſly to take place, per- 
mit no Alehouſe to exiſt, 0 four miles 


of: a Market Town. 


It 7 mol certain that in e all 3 
all kinds of Felonies are invefited and con- 
trived: theſe are the receptacles of the De- 
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aroyers of that Game which tlie Country 


Gentleman is ſo emulous of preſerving! 
and here they laviſh away that money, Which 


1 ought to be the ſupport of their indigent, 


wives and helpleſs children, who are perhaps 


crying for and to o ſatisfy the wänts . 


nature! 


1 gf * 1 : : 
- , 


Af it really v was true, that private Viceg 
are public Benefits, even in that caſe, every 
man of feeling would ſhudder at being the 
cauſe of introducing fo much miſery and 


ruin to any one individual; but as this ar- 


gument conſiſts merely in ſophiſtry, and 
in. the ſound of words, let the inventor en- 


joy the Caſtle which he has built in the Air; 


and'if he inſiſts on it as a fact, he may take 
it for his ſatisfaction, that the public never 
was in a more happy, more proſperous, more 
flouriſhingcondition than at the preſent mo- 

ment. But as the poor rates. increaſe, not- 
withſtanding an amazing trade in the woollen 


manufacture, that gentleman muſt excuſe 


me, although J altogether diſſent from Juls. 
opinion: in this particular. | 


The Legiſlature hath for Sorge-poars paſt 


been attempting methods to eaſe the lands 


in ſome meaſure of the hurthen of the Poor 
Rate, but without effect. In the name of 
wonder, why do they not put down the Ale- 
houſe, which, with the cache above- 
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manic.” are the th the bitter i; prings: = 'T: 
from whence not only all our Poverty, but. c 
almoſt all our loſs of morals flow? 7. _ - Mir 
away the Cauſe, and the Effect ceaſes, is a Wl 
trite adage; and is any thing more 8 An 
than that theſe are the Cauſes which pro- Fi! 
duce thoſe Effects? It is an old obſerva-. pf 
tion, that Luxury and Poverty are conco-. |} 
mitant and reciprocal ; and it is without a 
doubt true, they naturally follow and re- 
flect each other. Rot 


The hievojhyolle: of Poverty in high: ine 
life perhaps may be denoted by the appear- p 
ance of a gloomy, meagre; lank, ſtaring vi- Wt 
ſage, with half a noſe; or by a ſkeleton i in: b 
a looſe, ſuperb, embroidered thread-bare. ih 
coat, covered with tarniſh'd lace and fan- d 
cied gewgaws, with the pockets turned in- 4 
fide out.---In low life, ſee the mad, ranting, 0 
roaring Reprobate Clown, with his right. 
arm elevated, and much extended; with a 
mug in one hand, ſpilling its contents on 
the party who holds it, with a ſtupid, 
mawkiſh, maudlin grin, and the tongue 
hanging out of the mouth, in a tatter'd, 
greaſy coat, appearing as a compound of 
dirt and rags, ſqualid wretchedneſs, and 
deformed naſtineſs. 
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4 e conſcious, and therefore capable of evil; 
he latter highly deſerves our pity, becauſe 
1 he want of edycation, and the neighbour- 
Ing inviting Alehouſe, enſnar*d and intic'd 
lim into the commiſſion of thoſe diſaſters, 
Which not a little reflect on the character, 
Ind perhaps may hereafter increaſe the pu- 
$ F of thoſe who were the authors 
pf them. 


| | Notorious ſufficiently it is, that che poor 


of one text of Holy Writ, viz. © Take no 
thought for to-morrow ;” like the ſailor, he 


his misfortunes, the miſery, the ruin, the 
deſtruction of his family is ſituated within 
an hundred, . within * paces of his 
7 own door. 


Sunday diſcourſe pathetically againſt vice, 


profaneneſs, and immorality ; he may even 


go further, and deſcend to the particular 


vices of drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, and the 
breach of the Sabbath; but alas ! the temp 


tation is convenient, and prevalent; and 
the Clergyman is but i in too much danger 
of reading a wall n, whilſt * | pawn: 


1 
| 


man is ſeldom wanting in the obſervation 


F not only parts with the laſt penny in his 
pocket, but even mortgages the wages of 
the next week; and what hopes can there 
be of a reformation, whilſt the cauſe: of all 


T he good man of the pariſh may every 
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ioners, Who nas: to be attendant on him 
at church, are almoſt generally aſſembled i 
at the Red Lion, the Half Moon, and the 
Boot, 


To maintain in my firſt propoſition, Luxury i 


is the cauſe of the miſery of many charac- | 
ters, both in high life and in low. In the 
firſt, diſſipation, dreſs, whoring, and 
gaming; and in the laſt, the cravings of 
corrupt nature, debauch, inadvertency, and 
frequent temptations, take place of reaſon 
and common ſenſe; and thus the worthy 
clergyman of a country pariſn, and the ho- 
neſt country gentleman, are loaded with 
enormous charges to the poor rates, which 
with other raxes, almoſt ſink themſelves and 
miſerable families to unavoidable neceſſity 
and indigence. - _ 


As well may we 4 8 Waden with- 
out virtue, as œconomy and induſtry in a 
pariſh, burthened and incumbered with 
Alehouſes. Where theſe abound, the lands 


of courſe decreaſe in their annual value, the 


poor at all events become more and more 
numerous, and a vein of idleneſs and diſſi- 
pation certainly flies 3 the whole 
| pariſh. 


A certain pain which 1 have now in 
my eye, is an abundant proof of the truth 
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f theſe aſſertions. I remember it once 
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ere the inhabitants who were then bur- 
" Whenſome to the lands, for the lands very 


 Wcguries. Within ſixty years paſt, this 


twelve are multiplied to one hundred and 
Itwenty- four. In ſhort, this pariſh is now 
. Mbecome partly a portion for Alehouſes, and 
partly an emolument to his Worſbip's couſin, 
who ſupplies them with malt. Idleneſs, 
drunkenneſs, and floth, have taken place 
of honeſt induſtry, frugality, and labour. 
The Sundays are ſpent at the Bell, the Half 
Moon, and the Boot; the Saturday nights 
in the deſtruction of the neighbouring 
game. The love of Strong Drink, within 


over the natural affection which was due to 
the poor man's child ; the babe periſhed for 
want of bread, and through the cruelty of 
a wicked ſtep-mother, addicted to Spirit- 
ous Liquors. The man and his wife were 
tried, convicted, condemned, and executed. 
Hear, remember, fear, tremble, read this, 
all ye who delight in Strong Beer, leſt ye 
W allo become unnatural, ſtarve your off- 
& ſpring, and ſuffer an ignominious death 


Fay, happy, flouriſhing and proſperous; few. 


ear by labour ſupplied the poor with ne- 
Wpariſh paid not more than twelve rates per 


Hear to the poor; the complexion of things 
Is now moſt diſagreeably changed, and the 


Ja very fewyears paſt, in this pariſh prevailed 
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True as all this moſt certainly is, me- 
thinks it is amazing that any gentleman of 3 
landed property ſhould think of encourag- 
ing theſe deadly evils. Let the military 
Contractor, let the Merchant who makes 
his market from the riſe of his ſaleable 
commodities by an additional tax, bellow ® 
till their lungs crack, for War] for War! 
Let the trading Ie, who ſwears hard to 
prove his official qualifications, and goes v 
ſnacks with his Clerk, in deftance of the i 
intention of a moſt wholeſome act of par- c 
liament; let him travel like a mountebank, 1 
and ſcatter his poiſon, by ſigning numbers [ 

f 
i 
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of licences for Alehouſes, in different divi- 
ſions; but the gentleman of a landed for- 
tune, if he is wiſe, will pray for Peace; and 
if he would leſſen the payment of the poor 
rates, will undoubtedly ſuppreſs every Ale- 
houſe, not only in his own pariſh, but alſo 
in all his adjacent neighbourhood. If Mo- 
rality and Religion have no influence, yet 
Intereſt ſhould direct every Magiſtrate, rare- 
ly, very rarely, to ſign that inſtrument, which 
in its conſequenceextinguiſhes not only every 
virtuous, every religious ſentiment, but 
with very large ſtrides tends to impoveriſh 
his fortune. 


But! is noone ſo much a friend to FA Pub- 
lic, to Virtue, Religion, and good Senſe, as 
to attempt the ſuppreſſion of theſe evils, ſo 


1. Frepugnant to morality, and ſo productive 
of, Jof every kind of wickedneſs? Believe me, 

S. though the public is grieved beyond meaſure 
7 N theſe nuiſances, yet no one has courage 
es ſufficient to execute the office of an informer; 
and although nothing is ſo eaſy as to increaſe 
* the number of Ale-houſes, yet nothing is ſo 
; diffcult as to ſuppreſs even one of them. 

0 | $To erect an Ale-houſe, property, not the 
want of it, pleads 1 in a man's favour. Again, 

F q lic the party is poor, old, or decrepid, even 


[- L charity is made an excuſe, for granting a 


TT Licence to the poor man, although at the 
8 1 ow of the ruin of the whole pariſh.— In- 


" mould be proſtituted to countenance the 
een of all Evils. 
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p ted to a wealthy Farmer, who was, at the 
time of obtaining it, poſſeſſed of more than 
[ Sint) Pounds ayear, although the pariſh con- 
tained not more than Seventy Houſes, al- 


A 8 . 3 
aL ox gain. 


Jof a large Market Town, and further, 
although it even enjoyed the Bleſſings of 
Two other ſuch great benefits, before the 
| Juſtices in their goodneſs endowed them 
with the h of a Third. 


Are we then to wonder, that the Poor- 


Races are at largely increaſed, or ſhould 
| | C 


famous! that the moſt noble of all Virtues 


I have known an additional Licence gran- 


though it was ſituated within three miles 


( 26 ) 
we not rather wonder if the fact was other. | 
wile ? 


The poor people do not now carry on 
life, as they did formerly. They were den 
honeſt, induſtrious, ſober, frugal, and care- 5 
ful; the day was ſpent in labour, and the | 
| night i in reſtoring nature by refreſhing ſleep; : 
they were contented to live at the ſmalleſt | 
expence, and inſtead of Tea and Bread and 
Butter, and the fineſt Flour, the woman of 9 
the houſe ſeldom knew any greater repaſt, 4 0 
than bread made of an equal mixture of | 
Bran and Flour, and happy, very happy to 
arrive at this ! Butter was then a Sanger | 
to the poor man's houſe, and Cheeſe to him 
unknown, except that kind which is term'd 
im: As to an Ale-houſe, it was very acl | 
ſeen in country pariſhes, and never without 

articular reaſons, and for very particalar 
purpoſes. How common in thoſe days, for 1 
the man and his wife to breed a family of 
five or fix children, without being petition- | F 
ers for relief to the pariſh; how uſual in 
the preſent, to apply to the Overſeers, even | 4 
tho? there are but h]“! Ho 


It ſeems by this time pretty clear, Why 1 
the Poor Rates are ſo largely increaſed, as 1. KL 
even upon an average to double, nay treble | J 1 
thoſe of ſixty years paſt; and that the beſt | 
method of reducing them is, if poſſible, to | 
reduce the luxury of the age. Let every 


F 
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poor family which drinks Tea, be eraſcd 


ho (according to the ſtatute of the 8th and 
Ich of King William ) refuſeth-to wear the 


J dread, with a due mixture of bran and 
flour, again be introduced, and if the poor 
f an will not be at the pains of making it at 
his own houſe, permit not the Baker, on 
any pretence whatſoever, under a very ew 
4 penalty, to ſell any better (pardon me) I 

mean any iner bread. Let no Alebouſe ex- 
| 7 in any pariſh, within four miles of a 


1 
x 
4% 
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0 1 2 be ſuffered to ſell any quantity 

„of Spirituous Liquors, in any pariſh four 

138 miles diſtant from ſuch market town; let 
1 the Apothecary's permit extend no farther 

4 1 han for the medicinal uſe, and under the 

1 ; pdea of relieving ficknels. 

p if The bar is already in my ears, what 


1 ſtrange doctrine is all this, and more par- 
ticularly that relating to Alehouſes? What, 
+8 eſtroy his Majeſty's revenue, eſpecially at a 
time of ſo great a demand for ſupplies, in 


4 merica? Pardon me; his Majeſty hath not 
Ja better ſubject than myſelf. He who re- 
ommefds religion, decorum, and mora- 
11 will always be foremoſt in his duty to 
his Prince, and in obedience to Govern- 
ment. Ik C 2. 


from the Poor Books, as well as the party, 


4 Let good, wholeſome, plain, coarſe 


f 
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market town, and let no one, except an 


r, to ſuppreſs his unnatural ſubjects in 


— 


by — — 1 ˙!—ꝛ—ꝝ— eo ena cen — —A—A—E— 


| 
j 
| 
| 


(628) 


I would not in any degree decreaſe the 
revenue; on the other hand, I do abhor the 
idea of debauching mankind, and thereby 


introducing Atheiſm in a chriſtian country. 
My ſcheme is a total ſuppreſſion of Ale- 
houſes, in pariſhes not further diſtant from 
market-towns than four miles; and, if you 
pleaſe, let the Inns and Alehouſes in thoſe 
towns ſupply the deficiency of ſtamps, which 
muſt attend ſuch deſtruction of Alehouſes, 
by adding forty ſhillings, to the ſtamp of 
every ſuch Inn and Alehouſe. If this doth 
not adequate the deficiency, add another 
ſix- pence to the ſale of every new Pack of 


Cards; (for both the gentlemen and ladies 


will readily pay for their diverſion, and will 
take care not to be out of pocket) and if 
any ſum ſhall remain wanting, place an 
additional ten ſhillings on every hogſhead 
of imported wine: All theſe together will 
certainly compenſate for more than the loſs 
ſuſtained in not licenſing Country Alehouſes; 
and by this means the purity of the morals 
of countrymen at leaſt, will be preſerved 

vice and debauchery will, as it were, be 
confined to cities and market. -towns, and 


the health and reformation of manners f 


the honeſt countryman, will again be re- 


ſtored to Old England. Permit me further 


to ſay, that if the father of the family lives 
not within the reach of the Sign-poſt, both 


himſelf, his wife, and children will enjoy 


the comfort of wholeſome, home-brewed 


e 
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fmall- beer, inſtead of water, which will in 
ſome degree anſwer to the Revenue for his 
own particular extravagance to the Ale- 
houſe, and balance the account to the pub- 


ic for the deficiency of the exciſe on Malt. 


| Whatſoever very evidently affects ah 
Landed Intereſt, muſt in. conſequence af- 
fect Government; for the tax on lands is 
the ſupport of government and the police, 
in a more principal ratio and degree than 
any other tax whatſoever. There is a mu- 
tual connection between real and perſonal, 

or in other words, between the landed and 
monied intereſt of this kingdom : A cir- 
cumſtance which materially and eſſentially 
burthens the lands, muſt alſo be very ſen- 
ſibly felt in the Funds, and Change Alley; 
and when the credit of the lands is depre- 
ciated, by the addition of two or three ſhil- 
lings in the pound to the Poor Rate, the 
capacity of an additional ſhilling, or even 
ſix-pence, to the land tax, becomes imprac- 
ticable. It is ſufficiently obvious, that 
ſtocks muſt fall, when Government is with- 
out a foundation for railing another tax, 
and more eſpecially when the lands are no 
longer a reſource as an additional fund for 
the ſupport of the State; the credit of the 
monied intereſt muſt at events ſympathize, 
and be annihilated and abſorbed. If there- 


tore the Alchouſes are the cauſe in country: 
„ G34 


„ 


pariſhes of raiſing the Poor Rates to the Id 
amount of two ſhillings in the pound, (as It. 
they moſt undoubtedly are) doth it not M1] 
concern Adminiſtration to prevent this miſ- Mn 
chief, by their total abolition, in all pa- a 
riſhes four mules remote from ny den een #1 
towns? This calculation, in my opinion, Wt 
is not by any means exaggerated, nor doth t 
It in any ſenſe exceed the truth; but leſt f 
this account ſhould favour of fallacy, let Fi 
the preſent enormous Poor Rates be com- M 1 
pared with the trifling ones of ſixty years t 
paſt, when the Alehouſes were few, and } 
when thus compared, let them ſpeak as my 
vouchers. a Ra 


It is a datum in the ſyſtem of oxconomy, Þ 
that a great number of perſons brought to- 
gether in one family, and ſupported under 
the ſame roof, is maintained at leſs expence, 
than is the ſmaller in proportion. The in- 
convenience from Alehouſes is therefore 
not ſo great to large market towns, as their 
numerous poor is always under a better re- 
gulation, and maintained at a ſmaller ex- 
pence, by virtue of the opportunity of the 
manſion called the Fork Houſe; a method 
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of ſupport not applicable to ſmaller pa- 
riſhes. OM 9 


However convenient or beneficial Work- 
houſes may be, when applied to the pur- 
poſe of one or two pariſhes, permit me to 
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doubt of their utifity, when they become 
the extenſive objects of a whole county. 
The former are ſchemes confined to a very 
moderate number of perſons, and therefore 
are under the ſuperintendancy of a very 
few, whoſe particular intereſt prompts them 
to contrive the beſt and cheapeſt means for 


2 favour too much of a national undertak- 
ing, are too complex, are loaded with ſala- 
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turn out lucrative jobs to fill private poc- 
kets, than ſenſible methods to eaſe the lands 
F in the burthen of the Poor Rates. 


To avoid any further ſpeculation on 
theſe matters, one thing ſeems to be ſelf- 
evident; it is, that drunkenneſs produceth 

1 diſorders in the body, as well as mind; 
that this evil hath a tendency to poverty, 
as well as riot, and breach of the peace and 
good management of government itſelf, 
which ſometimes ocrations the effuſion of 


iy hiſtance of the civil power, . 


I think be poor, few impotent, and inca- 
X pable of ſupporting themſelves, ſave thoſe 
who became ſuch by accident or ſickneſs; 
and Ithink that even decrepid old age might 
by virtue of a life well ſpent in honeſt la- 


The Riot at Shepton Mallet. 


their maintenance and ſupport ; the latter 


ries, and if put in execution, may rather 


blood, by calling in the military to the aſ- 


Was there then no Alehouſe, few would 
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bour and induſtry, ſupply ſuch an afflu- 


ence againſt the winter of its days, as to ena- 


ble the party to guard againſt the griping 


hand of poverty, and cauſe his hoary hairs, 
gently to go down to the grave in tranqui- 
lity and peace. A comfort not to be ex- 
pected from midnight revels, gluttony, and 


debauch. 


So great and intereſting is the conſequence 
of the ſuppreſſion of Alehouſes; ſo numerous 
are the advantages both to body and ſoul. 


Several ingenious Writers + have ob- 
ſerved, that the purpoſes not only of the 


public, but of the poor alſo, are then beſt. 


anſwered, when the price of proviſions. 


keeps a near proportion to the price of la- 
bour. They ſay, the poor will work no 
longer than they can by their labour ſupply 


themſelves with the neceſſaries of life; that 


their extra gains are abſorded in an Ale- 
houſe, and that high wages, and a cheap- 
neſs of proviſions, are generally the parents 


of ſloth and idleneſs. Admit, if you pleaſe, 
the truth of theſe poſitions : remove the 


Alehouſe, and the opportunity, the temp.. 
tation of getting drunk, as well as the power 


of f pending the poor man's extra. two-pence, 


ae removed likewiſe. In other words, he 


preſerves his underſtanding, as well. as his 
conſtitution, to the great comfort of him- 


+ Sir Wm. Temple, Sir Wm. Paulett, Sir Joſiah Childs. 
Mr. Pollexfen, Mir. Gee, Dr. Franklin, Mr. Locke, &c.. 
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ſelf, his wife, and family. Human Nature 
in many, would in this caſe exert herſelf 
in honeſt labour; for mean and groveling 
is that diſpoſition, which will ſit with arms 


acroſs, when health, when gain, when in- 


tereſt, and every other worthy motive, call 
him from a ſtate of idleneſs and inactivity, 
to that of exerciſe and fatigue, which (per- 
mit me to ſay) is the proper refreſhment 
both of mind and body. | 


It is a Es notorious truth, that-virtuous 


induſtry will accompliſh moſt ſurprizing 


performances. How often do we find, that 
labour properly exerted, and employed by 
man and wife, will by the ſweat of the brow, 


joined toceconomy and cleanlineſs, preſerve 
a family of ſix children from the parith ; 


whereas the negligence, the diſſipation, and 


dirtineſs of another pair, under juſt the ſame 


circumſtances, with regard to their ſupport _ 


in life, viz, that of a good conſtitution, and 
the labour of their hands, will oblige them 
to apply to the Overſeers for relief, even 


although they have not more than half, nay 


not more than two to maintain ? I mention 
cleanlineſs as an eſſential circumſtance of 


a good houſekeeper, and theutility and good 
effects of it, in the conduct of a tamil ly, are 


more and greater than can eaſily be imagi- 
ned. To a poor man, it makes his home 


_ healthful, and conſequently prevents the 


5 diſorders which always attend Ge ſlut- 
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tiſhneſs. It makes the houſe more chearful, 
and therefore more pleaſing to the inhabi- 
tants: in a word, it makes the huſband to 
delight in ſtaying at home, and the wife to 
rejoice in the operation of her hands, and it 
is an adage not I think without ſome truth, 
that cleanlineſs ts almoſt next to goalineſs. 


A houſe thus directed fills the mind with 
comfort and good humour, and theſe beget 
tranquility and eaſe. 


As ſoon as the idea of the Alehouſe enters 
the imagination of a poor man, from that 
moment he is undone. All domeſtic fidelity, | 
every moral virtue, every connection which 
ariſes from ſocial conjugal gratitude, eyery 
advantage which accrues to the community, 
are for ever gone, and loſt in oblivion. If the 
labour of the hands ſupplies no more than 
a ſufficiency for ſtrong beer and ſpiritous 
liquors, the family, if there is no wite, muſt 
be ſupported by the Poor Rates, and miſera- ; 
ble muſt be her ſituation if there is one, as 
the ragged, helpleſs babes are ſolely to de- 
my on her care and induſtry for relief. 


But ſiippoſe a caſe, neither fictious nor 
even unuſual: It is, that the huſband loves 
ſtrong drink, and the wife takes delight in 
her ſhort ſtuff. Can there be a more poig- 
nant picture of miſery and deformity ? The 
man and wife, devoid of that reaſon and na- 


|: 
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tural capacity beſtowed on them by provi- 

dence, their conſtitution impaired, their mo- 
rals corrupted, their minds debaſed, their 
_ pvor ſtarving, puny, halt begotten children 
crying for bread, and left to the very, very 
tender mercy of Overſeers, whoſe compaſ- 

ſionate landlords have obliged them to dil- 
Charge the Poor Rates. 


May heaven defend us from ſuch diſmal 
G15. ſuch complicated evils, or in other 
words, may the Legiſlature never more in- 
dulge the magiftrates with a power of iſ- 
ſuing forth ſo extenſive a calamity, as that 

wo a licence to keep an Alehouſe in a coun- 
pariſh. That very great man Sir William 
Ions, in his Commentaries,* has theſe 
words, viz. There is not a more neceſ- 
« ſary, or a more certain maxim in the frame 
* and conſtitution of ſociety, than that every 


< individual muſt contribute his ſhare, in 
* order to the well being of the community; 


and ſurely, he muſt be very deficient in 


Ry *& ſound policy, who ſuffers one half of a 


ariſh to continue idle, diſſolute, and un- 
66 e then forms viſionary ſchemes, 
ce and at length is amazed to find, that the 
M induſtry of the other half is not able to- 
maintain the whole.” Thus far that very 
learned author; give me leave to add, that all 
ſchemes for the maintaining and ſetting the 
poor to work, muſt be viſionary, muſt be 
8 | 5 I. Vol. p. 353. — 
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| lde, And without any er ap 

or effect, as long as Alehouſes continue to 
rob the poor of that gain and profit, which 
'arife from their labour, and which 6therwiſe 
would, and which always 'ought, to be the 
ſupport of himſelf and family : and the poor 
"laborious honeſt houſekeeper, who with the 


utmoſtdifficulty contributes perhaps afourth 


of his ſmall landed income to the Poor Rates, 
and almoſt conſumes himſelf and family, 
by parſimony, economy, and hard labour, 
always muſt bear the heat and burthen of 


the day, as long as thoſe who are ſupported . 


by that very Poor Rate, are permitted to riot 
in drunkenneſs, ſloth, and idleneſs, together 
With the dreadful debauch and exceſs of the 


Alehouſe. ry 


»S 4 


Gentle reader, rewe; ir . art Do” the 
ſame opinion as I am in theſe matters, God 
bleſs, thee; if not, thou haſt my very friendly 
benevolence; g thy way, enjoy thyſelf, and 
thy own mind; bur be ſure, take up thy 
reſidence for one week only, Sunday not 
excepted, in fome Country Alehouſe, and 
verily thou wilt find, that the points which 
J have here briefly delivered unto thee, are 


ho fietions. 11 STIR. C 


